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It’s now cheaper to print color figures in KI
Have you been concerned in the past about the cost of print-
ing color figures in Kidney International (KI)? KI has listened 
to your concerns and is now offering permanently reduced 
pricing for color figures—a flat fee of $500 per printed page, 
no matter how many color figures are on a page. This pricing 
is more affordable for authors and competitive with other top 
scientific journals. We want to make it easier for authors to 
publish the color figures that demonstrate important scien-
tific findings, and our new pricing reflects our commitment to 
achieving this goal.
renal tubular cells. They report that LPS 
decreases megalin and cubilin expression, 
and that this is paralleled by increased 
urinary albumin excretion in mice. 
Moreover, the authors demonstrate that 
renal ischemia/reperfusion injury induces 
similar changes in megalin and cubilin 
levels and albuminuria, indicating that 
increased albumin excretion in patients 
with acute kidney injury may result, in 
part, from decreased tubular megalin and 






Though atrial natriuretic peptide (ANP) 
is a known regulator of sodium balance 
and blood pressure, previous studies 
have reported conflicting data regarding 
whether and how dysregulation of ANP 
might alter the blood pressure response 
to increased sodium intake. In this issue, 
Wang et al. examine the role of corin, 
a protease that converts pro-ANP to 
ANP, in regulating blood pressure and 
sodium homeostasis after dietary salt 
challenge. They find that corin knockout 
mice developed elevated blood pressure 
and impaired sodium excretion and that 
administration of amiloride normalized 
sodium excretion in these mice. This 
Acute endotoxemia 
in mice induces 
downregulation of 
megalin and cubilin  
in the kidney
Sepsis increases the risk of acute kidney 
injury and renal tubular dysfunction. 
Prior studies have shown that albumin 
excretion increases in patients with sep-
sis and that lipopolysaccharide (LPS) 
injection increases albuminuria in mice. 
Schreiber and colleagues examine the 
effect of LPS on expression of the endo-
cytic receptors megalin and cubilin in 
study suggests that corin deficiency 
could be a novel mechanism of salt-sen-
sitive hypertension. See page 26.
Bioavailable vitamin 
D is more tightly 
linked to mineral 
metabolism than total 
vitamin D in incident 
hemodialysis patients
Numerous studies have documented 
the high prevalence of vitamin D defi-
ciency in patients with end-stage renal 
disease. Since the great majority of 
25-hydroxyvitamin D (25(OH)D) and 
1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D (1,25(OH)2D) 
circulates bound to vitamin D-binding 
protein or albumin, Bhan et al. examined 
the association of free 25(OH)D and 
1,25(OH)2D with parameters of mineral 
metabolism in 94 incident hemodialysis 
patients. Though black patients had 
lower levels of total 25(OH)D, free 
25(OH)D levels were similar to those 
in white patients. Importantly, levels of 
free 25(OH)D and 1,25(OH)2D were 
more closely associated with serum cal-
cium and parathyroid hormone levels 
than total levels. These results imply 
that free ‘bioactive’ vitamin D levels 
may be more relevant than total levels 
in evaluating mineral metabolism. 
See page 84.
